Pericardial Masses, Cysts and Diverticula: A Comprehensive Review Using Multimodality Imaging.
Pericardial masses/tumors, cysts, and diverticula are quite rare. Presentation is variable and often patients may be asymptomatic with pericardial involvement initially only detected at time of autopsy. When patients do present with symptoms they are often non-specific and often mimic other conditions of the pericardium such as pericarditis, pericardial effusion, constriction or tamponade. Therefore, echocardiography and cross-sectional imaging are essential in identifying and characterizing pericardial disease. Imaging findings vary in specificity depending on the type of tumor. The purpose of this review is to describe the role of multi-modality imaging and characteristic findings in patients with pericardial masses/tumors, cysts, and diverticula.